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b 1317 
Messrs. COFFMAN of Colorado and 

BILIRAKIS changed their vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated against: 
Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 66, 

I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the bill 
H.R. 2701. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CUMMINGS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1105 and rule 

XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2701. 

b 1321 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2701) to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2010 for intelligence and intelligence- 
related activities of the United States 
Government, the Community Manage-
ment Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes, 
with Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland in the 
chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from Texas (Mr. 

REYES) and the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. HOEKSTRA) each will control 
30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. REYES. Thank you, Madam 
Chair. I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Chair, I am proud to rise 
today in support of H.R. 2701, the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2010. This is an unusual time of 
the year for us to be considering this 
legislation. However, it is and remains 
a very important bill which addresses 
critical national security issues, and 
one that we ultimately need to see en-
acted. 

As chairman of the Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence, my most 
important job is to guide the com-
mittee in providing appropriate tools, 
resources, and authorities to aid the 
dedicated men and women of the intel-
ligence community in keeping our Na-
tion safe. I believe that H.R. 2701 does 
just that. 

First and foremost, this bill author-
izes the activities and the funds for the 
16 agencies of the intelligence commu-
nity. It is difficult to talk about their 
roles and their missions in the open, 
but in some ways it is probably one of 
the most important things that we do 
on the Intelligence Committee. In addi-
tion to providing authorization for in-
telligence activities, this bill takes the 
initial important steps to improve con-
gressional oversight of that intel-
ligence community. 

I want to highlight two legislative 
provisions from this year’s bill that I 
believe will significantly improve over-
sight. 

When this bill was marked up in com-
mittee, we made significant changes to 
the so-called ‘‘Gang of Eight’’ proce-
dures. As Members know, the President 
has had the statutory authority to 
limit briefings to the Gang of Eight 
when they involve sensitive covert ac-
tions. It was the sense of the com-
mittee that the Gang of Eight statu-
tory authority had been overused, and 

that, on matters of critical impor-
tance, the committee as a whole should 
have been informed. For that reason, 
that earlier version of the bill removed 
the statutory authority for limiting 
briefings to the Gang of Eight. 

Last July, the administration issued 
a statement of policy on H.R. 2701 that 
included a veto threat with respect to 
the provisions that would modify the 
Gang of Eight notification procedures. 
I believe that some level of concern at 
that point was justified, and I have 
been working with the administration 
over the past several months to resolve 
those differences. Since July, there 
have already been noticeable improve-
ments in the way the administration 
and the intelligence community are 
communicating and briefing Congress. 

Accordingly, the manager’s amend-
ment I will offer includes a revised pro-
vision on Gang of Eight reform. I know 
that many Members have strong feel-
ings about this issue on both sides of 
the aisle. The provision that is in the 
manager’s amendment is intended to 
be a strong and significant step to-
wards better oversight which still re-
spects the constitutional authorities of 
the President. It recognizes that both 
elected branches have a role in na-
tional security. 

I fully expect that once we pass this 
bill we will then revisit this issue dur-
ing conference between the House and 
the Senate. And I am happy to work 
with Members to seek improvements at 
that time. Through this process, we 
will be able to find a workable solution 
to a problem that has persisted over 
the past several years, if not longer. 

Another provision that I think is ab-
solutely critical establishes a statu-
tory Inspector General for the intel-
ligence community. This provision will 
eliminate waste, fraud, and abuse, and 
it will also help keep a close eye on the 
protection of the rights of Americans. 

This year’s bill is truly a product of 
many hands. The Inspector General 
provision, which I just spoke about, in 
large part is due to the efforts of Ms. 
ESHOO, the chair of the Intelligence 
Community Management Sub-
committee. The vice chairman of the 
full committee, Mr. HASTINGS, has of-
fered an amendment to include critical 
provisions on our shared interest in 
promoting diversity as a mission im-
perative. He has been working at this 
long and hard for many, many years. 
Our newest majority member, Mr. 
BOREN, has worked hard to develop a 
pilot program to improve language ca-
pability in African languages. 

The chairman of the Technical and 
Tactical Subcommittee, Mr. 
RUPPERSBERGER, has worked hard on 
the classified annex to make sure our 
approach to acquisitions and our most 
technical programs make good sense. 
He has been a pivotal part to the com-
mittee’s oversight process in these 
very important areas. 

The bill includes several provisions 
offered by Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, the chair-
woman of the Oversight and Investiga-
tions Subcommittee, which relate to 
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